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Update from the Waterford Board of Education Bringing the  

accomplishments  

and initiatives of the 

Waterford Public 

Schools to the Town, 

Community and 

beyond to create  a 

Connection  that 

will reinforce a 

strong commitment 

to coming together 

to educate the whole 

child. 

 

At the November 26, 2018 Special Meeting, the Waterford Board of 

Education voted unanimously in favor of naming the Clark Lane Mid-

dle School Atrium in honor of former principal D. Harold Goldberg.  

After receiving a proposal and petition with signatures from the com-

munity, the Board of Education created a Clark Lane Naming Com-

mittee to review the proposal and documentation in accordance with 

Policy #7551, Naming of New and Existing Schools, Facilities and 

Fields.  Former students, retired teachers, parents and members of 

the community submitted recommendation letters and online posts 

in support of Mr. Goldberg and his contribution to Clark Lane Middle 

School and the Waterford School District.  

David Harold Goldberg began his tenure in Waterford at Waterford High School in 1957 transi-

tioning to the Principal of Clark Lane Middle School in 1964 were he remained for 28 years.  Dur-

ing his principalship at Clark Lane, Mr. Goldberg was remembered as a dedicated administrator,  

model educator, unassuming leader, and inspiration to staff and students.  In 1988 Mr. Goldberg 

was awarded the Connecticut Principal of the Year by the National Association for Secondary 

School Principals.  He also received the Unsung Hero award from the Connecticut Special Olym-

pics for his work in securing the grant from the Special Olympics International that brought the 

Unified Sports Program to Connecticut schools.   

Letters from former students and staff, noted wonderful stories, memories and  various ways that 

Mr. Goldberg impacted the staff and students he worked with throughout his career. 

“[Mr. Goldberg] held a position with the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Association at the State 

level, focusing on Unified Sports during his time in Waterford and into his retirement days…under 

his guidance we organized a Unified Soccer Team to compete at the State Level. I’m proud to say that 

this was the beginning of Unified Sports in Waterford.”  Retired Physical Education Teacher 

“[Mr. Goldberg] won numerous prestigious awards as a principal, and he was recognized as an early 

pioneer in mainstreaming.  I was a special educator under his direction  and mentoring, and I can 

state unequivocally that his devotion to inclusion  changed the course of education in our great 

town.”  CLMS Special Education Teacher 

“Long before “No Child Left Behind” and Individual Educational Programs, Harold Goldberg sup-

ported and encouraged [teachers] to provide an education that combined inclusion and practical life 

skills.”  Retired Special Education Teacher 

Clark Lane Administration and District personnel are currently working to plan the unveiling cer-

emony for the naming of the Atrium to honor this outstanding Waterford administrator and excep-

tional man who made an amazing difference in the lives of his students, staff, and the community. 
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WPS Hosts International Dyslexia Conference 
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Waterford Public Schools had the privilege of 

hosting educators from all over the world as a 

host site for the International Dyslexia Associa-

tion Conference that was held at Foxwoods Re-

sort in Mashantucket, CT on October 24, 2018.  

Waterford Public Schools was selected as one of 

five sites and the only public school system  

showcased.   

 

The International Dyslexia Conference site visits to Great Neck, Waterford High School and 

Clark Lane Middle school were a huge success.   It was an exciting day for the district to high-

light the excellent literacy instruction happening at all three levels.   Waterford was able to 

share the extensive general education classroom literacy work being implemented each day 

as well as the specialized instruction we provide for specific students from our highly quali-

fied staff.  Staff shared our commitment to the structured literacy approach to reading instruc-

tion and intervention throughout all grade levels PreK–12 and across all five of our state-of-

the-art schools. Educators received a first hand look at how teachers utilize Orton-Gillingham, 

Wilson Reading and Reader’s Workshop approaches to reading instruction and provide ac-

cess to assistive technology to ensure that all students can become lifelong learners. Water-

ford was visited by over 50 educators from around the world.  Many visitors noted that they 

were impressed with our district as a community that embraced all learning differences and 

ensured every student acquires the skills necessary to contribute and succeed in an ever-

changing world.  

 

This was truly an honor for the district and affirmation of the great literary work happening in 

the district and of course, of the highly qualified instructional staff we have in Waterford Pub-

lic Schools.   

“I would also like 

to express my 

gratitude to the 

teachers, staff, 

and students at 

Waterford for 

opening their 

school to the IDA 

for demonstration 

and presentations 

of Wilson pro-

grams.” 

 

Barbara Wilson,  

President of the 

Wilson Language 

Training Corpora-

tion in Massachu-

setts 

STEAM Night at WHS 

Waterford High School staff and students hosted the second annual STEAM Night 

on December 4, 2018.  What is STEAM? SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEER-

ING, ARTS, and MATH!  This exciting night focused on the incredible learning in 

the STEAM areas at Waterford High School. The night began with a welcome and 

presentation in the auditorium by Principal Andre Hauser, after which families 

visited displays, presenters, and interactive activities throughout the build-

ing.  Activities included marine animal touch tanks by the Marine Science Department as well as Remote Oper-

ated Underwater Vehicles built by the Transportation Tech-

nology Department.  The Art Department unveiled their 

new art gallery and the WHS Chamber Choir, Band and 

Orchestra provided delightful music for all attendees. De-

partment Chairs, Waterford High School Staff and Students 

were available for questions and information throughout 

the evening.  This  all-ages event, open to PreK-12 stu-

dents, parents and members of the community was an en-

joyable evening that  highlighted the numerous STEAM 

options at Waterford High School and throughout the dis-

trict and was a great way to show our younger students 

how exciting STEAM can be! 
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Hour of Code at WPS 
All Elementary Schools in Waterford participated in the 2018 Hour of Code Day in celebration of Computer Sci-

ence Education Week.  The Hour of Code is a global movement reaching over 100 million students in over 180 

countries. The goal of the Hour of Code is to  help our students “learn that computer science is fun and creative, 

that it is accessible at all ages, for all students, regardless of background.” https://hourofcode.com/us  Students in Wa-

terford enjoyed a fun and educational day that included programing and coding using Chromebooks, iPads and 

the programmable robots Dot and Dash.  

“Coding requires discipline, attention to detail, patience, the ability to predict an outcome and problem 

solving skills.  These are skills we want out students to fully develop in all aspects of life...It was exciting 

that our students got a chance to be involved in this global initiative.” 

Laura McCue, WPS Elementary Technology Coach 

WHS Art Gallery  
As you enter the foyer of Waterford High School, a new art gallery 

awaits that showcases the many talents of  our Lancer students.  Cur-

rently on display is a collection of art from all classes in the WHS art 

department. In the future, this space will be curated by students from 

our National Art Honor Society that are interested in learning how 

galleries are run and displayed. They will work collaboratively on 

themed shows four times during the school year with one being open 

submission and the last being the senior art show. Not only will the 

students that are curating get a taste for how galleries work but other 

art students will learn about submitting artwork for display.  The sup-

plies for this space were made possible by the fundraising efforts of 

the 2017-2018 National Art Honor Society.  Thank you to the WHS Art 

Department teachers Ms. Lally, Ms. Brown and Ms. Concascia, as 

well as the Waterford Public Schools Maintenance Staff who worked 

hard to bring this vision to reality and prepare a wonderful presenta-

tion space for our students. 

SAVE the DATE - WHS students will also showcase their talents at the Whaler/Lancer Art Show at the Hygienic 

Galleries in New London.  Artwork will be on display from January 4th to January 20th. A reception on January 

4th will be held at the gallery to kick off this exciting event.  

https://hourofcode.com/us
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Recently, all schools in the Waterford district have developed strategies to enhance the Social 

Emotional Learning for students at all levels.  Social Emotional Learning,  a core strategic plan 

goal as well as a component in all school growth plans, encompasses in part children’s 

understanding and ability to “participate in activities that foster citizenship, the democratic 

process, and community awareness” (WPS Strategic Plan Civic Skill #1) .  Throughout the school 

year and especially during the holiday season, students and staff participate in wonderful 

initiatives, providing care and support for the Waterford community and many outside charitable 

organizations. 

Waterford Public Schools  

The Connection  Winter 2018  www.waterfordschools.org  

 

Adopt a 

Family 
Staff, Students, Student 

Councils, Academic 

Teams, and Parent  

Organizations have 

partnered with the 

WYSB in the Adopt a 

Family program for the 

holidays, providing 

presents and food  

baskets for families  

in need. 

Schools part-

nered with Safe 

Futures, an emer-

gency shelter and 

transitional living 

program for families working 

to rebuild lives shattered by 

domestic violence or sexual 

assault.   Shoebox Santa Gifts, 

filled with personal items, pens 

and paper, small toys and gift 

cards, were collected at 

Oswegatchie for families at 

Safe Futures.  The WHS Student 

Council adopted a family from 

Safe Futures for the holidays 

and Great Neck organized an 

annual sock drive for the Safe 

Futures Shelter. 

CCMC PJ Day  

for Kids 
Clark Lane Middle School and Quaker Hill Elementary 

School participated in PJ Day for Kids,  an initiative to 

raise money and honor the brave children fighting 

cancer at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center.   
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Kindness in Action 
Stuff the Bus 

Partnership with the Waterford Youth  

Service Bureau to provide  

nonperishable foods items during the  

holidays for Waterford families in need. 

Oswegatchie Reading Buddies 

organized a Toy Drive to donate 

gifts to Madeline’s Toy Drive 

and Sullivan’s Toy Closet. 

The Clark Lane Middle School 

Fundamental Math Class, Sup-

port Center, and Explorers stu-

dents organized a Sock Drive 

for the Homeless. Learning that 

socks are the #1 requested 

clothing item at shelters, stu-

dents wanted to work to help 

our community’s homeless. 

Socks were donated to the 

Homeless Hospitality Center in 

New London and also the Cov-

enant in New London. 

 

The Waterford High School 

Spanish Honor Society gave to 

World Vision and provided the 

gift of 12 chickens  for families 

in impoverished countries. 

The Oswegatchie Elementary School Student 

Council sold candy canes with all proceeds going 

to the American Red Cross  for hurricane relief in 

South Carolina.   
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Cross Country 

All-Star 

 Catherine Saucier 

 Aiden Pepin 

 Sam Lenes 

Scholar Athlete 

 Summer Sit 

 Owen Seltzer 

Sportsmanship Award 

 Eric Zane 

 Alexandra Cole 

Field Hockey 

All-Star 

 Cassidy Susi 

 Devyn Concascia 

 Molly Quiles 

 Regan Mazzulli 

 Alyson Sanford 

Scholar Athlete 

 Grace Briggs 

 

Volleyball 

All-Star 

 Gretchen Dusza 

 Jenny Keth 

 Olivia Pacheco 

 Ryleigh Gonyo 

Scholar Athlete 

 Ellie Lokken 

Sportsmanship Award 

 Nevaeh McKinney 

Soccer 

All-Star 

 Harrison Searle 

 James Gregg 

 Jose Guevara Gomes 

Scholar Athlete 

 Alexander Fayan 

Sportsmanship Award 

 Esteban Reyes 

WATERFORDrama 

WATERFORDrama wowed audiences recently with three productions, the Laramie Project and Steele 

Magnolias in October and The Spotlight Cabaret in November.  The Winter Play auditions have begun  

and the production will be advertised in upcoming editions.  

 

Waterford Music News 

Congratulations to 11 Waterford High School students who were selected for 

the Connecticut Eastern Region Honor Ensembles that will perform at the 

2019 Eastern Region Music Festival at the University of Connecticut on  

January 5, 2019.   

 Band - Sean Corman, David Sugrue, Wyatt Long, Melissa Vine  

 Orchestra - Katherine Cote, Ryan Dombroski, Sreenidhi Somineni, Nitya 

Somineni, Chloe Wilson  

 Choir - Quinlin Haglund, Jenna Milukas 
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Ella Dyjak 

Swimming and 

Diving 

 

 Class S All-State 500 Freestyle 

 Class S All-State 200 Freestyle 

WPS Athletic All-State Honors 

WHS Athletic News 
 

 
November 14th was the first official day for Senior Student-Athletes to officially commit to a Division 1 or 2  

program by signing a commitment letter to their chosen institution.  On that day Waterford High School  

celebrated four incredible Waterford Student-Athletes who signed their commitment letters.   

Julianna Bonilla  

Marist College ~ Basketball  

@MaristWBB  

 

Courtney DiShaw   

Merrimack College ~ Lacrosse 

       @MerrimackWLAX  

 

Olivia Gianokos  

       University of Hartford ~ Lacrosse 

@HartfordWLAX  

 

Grace Briggs  

Gardner Webb University ~ Lacrosse 

       @GWUSports  

Cassidy Susi 

Field Hockey 

 

 

 1st Team Class S All-State 

 Academic All-State 

Alyson Sanford 

Field Hockey 

 

 

 2nd Team Class S All-State 

Girls Swimming and Diving 

ECC Championships 

 Swimmer of the ECC Meet - Ella Dyjak 

 2nd 100 Backstroke, - Elyse Gathy 

 1ST 500 Freestyle - Ella Dyjak 

 2nd 500 freestyle - Elyse Gathy 

 1st 200 Freestyle - Ella Dyjak 

 3rd Place Relay 200Free - Jayne Darras,  

Elyse Gathy, Ella Dyjak, Elizabeth Hawkins  

 2nd 400 Free Relay - Jayne Darras, Elyse Gathy,  

Ella Dyjak, Viviana Martinez  

Scholar Athlete 

 Ashley Brandt 

Sportsmanship Award 

 Elizabeth Hawkins 

Football 

All-Star 

 Daniel Annibalini 

 Kumar Sharma 

 Jose Rosario 

 Niko Thibeault 

 Marquis Smith 

 Ryan Bakken 

Scholar Athlete 

 Joseph Lillis 

Sportsmanship Award 

 Hunter Halford 

Lady Lancers 

Swim Team 

M e m b e r s , 

Jayne Darras, 

Sophia Kasem-

B e g ,  S a f a 

Danesh, Alexa 

Arnold along 

with Coach 

Brett Arnold had the privilege to attend the 

CIAC sponsored Girls Sports Symposium 

at Yale University.  The Lancers were treat-

ed to lunch, seats at the CT Tennis Open as 

well as an interactive question and answer 

session with Lindsay Davenport.  This is 

the 6th year that team members have trav-

eled to New Haven for this event. 



 

Stay Connected… 

 WPS Website - Visit 

www.waterfordschools.org for up to date 

BOE, school and event information. 

 BOE meetings are held on the 4th 

Thursday of each month.  For the 

complete schedule of meetings, go to 

the BOE section of the WPS Website. 

 Download the  WPS App to ‘stay 

abreast’ of all the happenings at our 

schools. 

 Follow us on Twitter :  @WPS_CT and 

@WaterfordSupt 

Waterford Public Schools 

Gregory A. Benoit, Board of Education Chairperson 

Thomas W. Giard III, Superintendent 

15 Rope Ferry Road 

Waterford , CT  06385 

Phone: 860-444-5852 

Fax: 860-444-5870 

Contact:  Caroline Whittaker - Executive Administrative 

Assistant to the Superintendent 

E-mail: cwhittaker@waterfordschools.org 

Waterford Public Schools is a community of learners that fosters 

and supports high aspirations, ensuring every student acquires the 

skills and knowledge necessary to be a responsible citizen, prepared 

to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing world. 

 
 

In an effort to continue our commitment to enhance communication with parents and 

families throughout the Waterford District, Waterford Public Schools has launched an 

opt in campaign for  text messaging through School Messenger, the district’s  

communication system.  This will allow the district and schools to send out  

important information via text as well as phone and email.  By opting into text  

messaging, parents, guardians and staff will receive pertinent information regarding 

events, schools closings, safety alerts and more.  School Messenger is compliant with 

the Student privacy policy, that ensures information is protected and secure.  We un-

derstand the importance of communication with families and the desire for real time 

information regarding events and safety alerts.  We encourage all parents, guardians 

and staff to participate in this  new communication system.  Please contact central 

office or the school offices if there are questions with this new  

communication system or for directions to opt in to this campaign. 

Opt-In Campaign for Text Messaging 

New signage will adorn 

school hallways in the 

near future highlighting 

the See Something, Say 

Something program 

through Sandy Hook 

Promise.  The posters 

will serve as a reminder 

to students  of the Sandy 

Hook Promise pledge to 

support their peers, be 

cognizant of signs, be 

confident to act and say 

something to a trusted 

adult if there is a con-

cern.   

T h e  W a t e r f o r d  

Police Department 

has launched a new 

Tip App for  commu-

nity members.  This 

app allows users to 

report issues or  

concerns directly 

from an Android/

Apple device with 

photos! There are 

useful links for  

community resources, crime prevention, 

and on-line reporting.   

Working together to create a safer, healthier school  
www.sandyhookpromise.org 

Text Y or YES to 67587 to Opt In 

http://www.waterfordschools.org/Domain/1
http://www.waterfordschools.org/page/5
http://www.waterfordschools.org/cms/lib4/CT01001345/Centricity/Domain/1/Waterford%20Public%20Schools%20Mobile%20App.pdf
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WaterfordSupt

